FIRST ELECTION AS SENATOR            43

Mr. Lincoln had been designated as the choice of a
caucus of about forty-five members, including all the
Whigs and most of the Free-Soilers, with their leader,
Rev. Owen Lovejoy, brother of the Alton martyr.

When the joint convention had been called to order,
General James Shields was nominated by Senator Ben-
jamin Graham, Abraham Lincoln by Representative
Stephen T. Logan, and Lyman Trumbull by Senator
John M. Palmer. The first vote resulted as follows:

Lincoln........... 45

Shields    .    .    .......' .    .41

Trumbull..........5

Scattering   ..........8

Total    .........    .199

Several members of the House who had been elected as
anti-Nebraska Democrats voted for Lincoln and a few for
Shields. The vote for Trumbull consisted of Senators
Palmer, Judd, and Cook and Representatives Baker and
Allen.

On the second vote, Lincoln had 43 and Trumbull 6,
and there were no other changes. A third roll-call resulted
like the second. Thereupon Judge Logan moved an
adjournment, but this was voted down by 42 to 56. On
the fourth call, Lincoln's vote fell to 38 and TrumbulFs
rose to 11. On the sixth, Lincoln lost two more, and
Trumbull dropped to 8.

It now became apparent by the commotion on the
Democratic side of the chamber that a flank movement
was taking place. There had been a rumor on the streets
that if the reelection of Shields was found to be impossi-
ble, the Democrats would change to Governor Matteson,
under the belief that since he had never committed him-
self to the Nebraska Bill he would be able, by reason ofon the floor and lobby was occupied by members
